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Looking strictly
at color and style,
packagers will lean
more heavily toward
earth tones. Printing
will be matte, rather
than glossy ald the
overall effect will be
minimalist.

By Kttrina Aoilo Munichiello
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T Tow doe. a (ompmy male corfe Pdcka8ing thal 'tand\ oul mong m

-fl-",".--*."e ',-ber of sKU\ on rhe shelt? lr rhe per' rhe an'wer

was b ghter colors, flashy Sraphics and slick Package featues' ln 2014 there

is a .hange in attitude. PackageE are exPloring simple design elemmts that

communicate a morerustic fel and an ongoing commitment to sustahability'

"There's a wave that's comin8 with sPe.ialtv coffe€ PeoPle fnu*d on deating

a new experience in coffee," says Pa.ifi. Bag c.e.o. Mark Howley- "Thev

&e using packaginS as one of the mediums to convey that messaS' " This

eme.ging approa.h in the coffe Packaglng stor will tave an impact on

design, stru*ure d fu.tion.

Color and style

Lmking st i.tlt at color d style, Pa.kaSen will lean more heavity towdd

earth t;es. Printing will b€ matte, rather than Slossv and the overall eff'tt will

"What we're se€ing in the marketPlace," says rmovia f ilms t'Eket developer

Neit Baneie, "is a desire for more of an artisan, natual look md f"l'" Coffee

produceE $ant PactaBm8 to 'efl(t their brdnd rmate

Flair Ftexible Packagin8 is a .omPanl' that is in the ihick o{ this movemeni'

FIan ofieE a wide variety o, .6tom Printing for cofiee Pacl(aging as well as

private labeling. Their Program allows smaller 
'omPanies 

to createbags with

bi8 design dsm minimums.

One example of a unique product line they've assisted with is Nature'sCoffe

Kettle. ft; package itscl( Provide a way for People to btw Sourmet cof@ on

theeoand iadesimedlor.amplnS. FIaIr worled closelv with lhe(offeLomPan!

to."omn ,p *itt o pa.tog" lhat reflo.led lhc 
'tjenl's 

vi5ion {d provided the

r*.tio".lity n*a"i ry "iing 
full<overase sraPhi's, intesrated hedle Md

pou spout, a built_in filter, and a desiSn that stays 
'@l 

enough to hmdle even

it'"n i"U 
"r 

n"t."rfeu. ne finished Package is more lhan a vess'l to contain

a produc! ilJ very design teltswhat the comPany values' Flair stat6lhat thev

"pride th€msetves on the ability iocreatively offer solutions that fit individual

products with consumeE in mind."
Cafle Unbriac6to Ras 20t2
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ln . movc towdd enviromcnhl ensilivitv, even
printing will g€t a new lmk. Hot stamp printing
[ansf..s foil to pa.kages, rcducing the pollution
of the printing pr(ss as it do(\ not use if,L. or
solvents. For those who pr.fer the hok of ink, soy
ba*d ink de gaininS favor.

New shape

Wh.n ltuknt al .tru(tural LhJn86 emcr8in8 in
cof{e'e packagin& the BI(rk Bottom Bag has ben
an important addition to the market. Howley of
I'acifi. 8a8 believB th@ pa.kages have excellent
advantages b€ca@ thcy.an square up on a shelf
like a box, stand up cl.ady with cxpansive panels
f ()rprintinB, andoff.ropportunilies Iikezippdsand
olh.r r{losure optioB, rathcr than ttaditional tin
Ii.'s. Onceagain, the!, also send a mcssagc. Bcau*
il isa packaSe that dc not lend it$lf Ioautomati(
fillin& iI allows th. smll.r companies a sav to
distinSuish th.lrMlv€ lrom the mega packe6.
Bkrk Boitom Bags e'ill trow in usge, esp(ial),
as bettcr rclGue altematives are developed, but
for now cost is an important considcration. Thcy
run al about a 20% premiurn, dependinS upotr thc

Materials
B&.aur sustainabilit! is a Boal of an inqeasing
n u mb{ of coff@ compmic, pa.kaSes are making
\trnle\ wirh efih fricndlv mareriah. lmoriJ
lilms has generated buzz with their hiple layer
ronrpo'table pa,laBinB. Mo\t flerible .offe
packaging uses a three laver forN m exterio.
polypropylene film, an interior Ioil or melallized
I'!T, and rn interior poly.thylc'nc film. All of th6e
nul.rials are oil ba*d produ.ts.

lnnolia has deleloped a producl .alled
NnturcFlexrv that replaces some of lhF fossil-
iuel ba*d products wilh renewable veGioc that
nuke upof hardw@dslike eucalyptus io produce
cellulos€ films. It is also GMOJree. A rev.br
p.intable film .an b€ nlrd. Id rhe outside md a

roblst bio'sealant laycr can idd the ne.ess&y
p(tte.tions icide. Th. middle liver is constructed
fron a mctallized NatureFler,M. The tnple layer
packa8ing is.ompostable in industrial systems. If
an orSaniation is primarjlv korking in f(xlse^ ice

siluations wherc tumover is quick, a sin8le film
l.r!.r (in b. u{d and rhat nrodu(t F ceihfied lor
brh home and hdustrial compostinS.

N,iturcl:lexrM 6lms B.rc uscd k) make packaging
for ft)uth AIri.a's Caturra Coff(, which eamed
th. "CertiJi.aie of Excellen e - Most Innovativc
It,duct" Jr lhc Creen f\po rn CJFe Town Imovia
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New Life for Coffee Capsules

Drrntpacl . polyprcpylene (offe capsules are an
I innovation thil beAiB to addrcss coftems about
the billiom of spent .apsules entering the waste
stRam. In the tEti .oBurners havc laken mattet!
into thei! own hmds, rcmovinS the foil caps, putting
thc Brounds in their compogt heaps, md wdhing d
reusinS the polysryrene cups. The hope of tlintpack's
global blsiness development manager Dave Foster is
that by moving toward polypropylcne, the cups can
b€ put into the recycling stream whee they cm find
new life as toothbrush hmdles or park b€nches. r
there is wide cnou8h adophon and an FDA-approved
system can b€ approved to k€ep thc stream clem,
there could even be a cl@d loop where the pods can
be transformed hto new capsules.
Nesprese us alminum and plastic capsde to
l(xk in the 900 eoms of its .offe. Mmbers of the
online Nespr€sso Club
arc en€ouraged to
retuh spent .apsul6
to the compmy's
boutiqucs in major
.itics. Simply melting
recovercd fragments
restores thc FoPerti6
of the original metal
with very little
energy. It takes or y
5% of the energy
requjred to extra.t
the same qu tity of
metal, a(.ording to
the company. On e
r{o\cr.d thc metal is used to c.catc casinSs for thc

.ompanl-''s I'lXlE N6presso nachine.

"Th..( is no better way to w.rlk thc walk: the cut.
PlXltifra.hine, whi.h was alrrady energv efficicnt, is
Dow real-life illustration of thc hencfits ofcollecting
capsu1..s," ac.ording to the company.
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Coffee capsulesis cunentty worki^8 with partners h develop.ompostable
button valvcs that would Biv. the entire finished Package
greater recyclability. They are also erploring PartneBhiPs
with speialty paper companies that offer greatcr flexibility

Pa.ifi. Bag has also gm.rcd attenhon for materials by
wimin8 the Spe.ialb/ Coffe Assdiation of America's
most imovative product award lor its Aiotrcrv film.
Compo*d of 60% biodegradable materials, it offers a craft
paper look but provides the barrier features rcquired for
pa.kaging. A new version of BiotrcrM is in develoPment
cunenrly that will improve sustainability further.

Other allcrnatives whi€h mav w imreapd use in
traditional plasli.s &e new oro-bn)degradable additivc.
EPI Enlironmental T(hnologies' Totally Degradable

flastic Addrtiveso are dddcd to rc.in. &d .an incred\e
the speed ol degradation of the plasti. when it is expos€d

to ultraviol.t lightand hiSh tcmpcrrturB.

lklr-caik 
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Wlen aluminumand plasti. .apsules hit lhe market, they
changed thc.onversation about what instant coffee could
be. Last year.osumers purcha*d 14 billion capsul6, a
number cxp(ted to double in th.ee years.

Over ihe past decade rcasters have b(rn racing to kep
up with growth, slowh adding tea to thcir coff@ lin6,
but not chmging much in the a€tual tc(hnologl,. The

original capsules were made of polystyren.' which .reate
problems with Ryclability. However, as with all coff@

packaSin& there is a seSm.nt of thc markct who wants
to se $methinS more cnviromentallv friendlv. once
the patents expired, th. ra.c was on. In 2013, PnnFa.k
introduccd a new alternative, a polypropylcnc .apsule.

According to Dave Fostcr, global business devebpment
managcr at Printpack, th. polypropylene caPsules are

easier to recycle, cieate 30% lcss Srenhouse gases, and

have superior moisture and oxySen barie. compdcd to
polvsrvrcne. The bi8gest chaUenge is that polyprop],lene
isn't r.a{iily punctured, a diti.al requncmcnt for
.apsules. Printpack has ovcr.ome this obsla.le and has

crcatcd a product that is far morc sustninable, with no

"We are sing a tremendous amout of inter6t," s\,s
Fostfi . "Hadthepuctu.abili!vp.oblem(of polypropylen€)
bcen solved ten years a8o, wc wouldn't be talking aboul
polystYrene at all.

" Developing premium .offft packaSin8 is no easy task.

The.offe neds to be able b stav on thc shelf for 12 to
24 months, prctchng thc bcaN from light, moistue md
orygcn, while also being attractive enough to.n.ouage
.onsumes k, buy. ovcr the nert decade, thc movehent
toward sustainable packaging wiu.ontinucand costs wiu
rcmain a maiorhurdle to adoption.
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