
lndians have never really understood
coffee, but thatts changing
IA/e wse in a smal vinace 

'r' 
a

t l rceruc d tounsty - Pa* ol
Italy called Cinque Tere. There werc
no giand hotels but an entqprising
inn'keeper had convert€d an old
moMstery into a bed-and-breakfasi.
Ea.h moming we would Bo down ro
the kit her! whee, on a lar8e woodcn
table. would be laid our . deli.ious
b.ealjast - bread, salmi, to(a della
noma and other Itali cak6-along
with a jug of juice.

one day, we found a family of
obviouslv diskauaht Australi s

st inS forlornly at their bread. W.
said "Cmd momin8" and then mv
wife, who speals a litlle Italian, asked
the lady who rm the B&B iI it was
possible to get some r.esh coffe.

TheAustralians looked srartled. "You
speak lialian?" one of thcm asked. My
wife said she got b). "Thank Cod!"
said a woman who l@ked likp rh.
mother in the famil),. "Nobody h.rc
speaks any En8lilh!" We indicaied
politely thal this should not come
as a hu8e surprjse; there were smll
villages iD Australia wher€ nobody

But lhe woman was so rclieved ro find
English slEakers that she wenr inro a
long monologue about rhc difficulrie
her family had fa.ed while iiavcllinS
ihrough Italy. "And rhe woBi rhing
is you cm't cven get a decent cup of
coffee." she et.laimed

My ears pri.ked up. Therc de many
things thatyou can complain about in
Ir.ly (Rome airyort, for insrance) bur
thcir colfee is far and away the best in

"What do you med?" I asked,
qtizically.

"Well, every time I ask for. Iatte, all
they give m. is a .up of milk " sh.
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My wife smiled d pointed out, very
g€ntly, that this colld be b€cau*
"lalte" wns the llalian word for milk.
She only n@ded b askfor"mcaffo"
i( she wmted a sinSle 6pGso; or
"un caffedoppio" if she wmled a
double. And cappuccino is, alter all,

Roast with rhe mosr : South
lndia is a c.ntre of filt.r coffee, a
B onderful drink, bu t not (offe in
lhe W.siern seBe inthatitreally
d@sn't work e.ithout milk.
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culture of its own. ltaliatu emigrated
to Melboume earlv in the lastcenturv
md esiablished wonderfd cofte

But these days, ihe S€attle-isation of
.offee has turncd the world upside
down. The big-bu.ks .offee .hains
.reate morc.off€ with silly nam6
than any of us ever dreamt possible.
Ard the pue tastc of B@d coffee has
gol lost in thc hype.

As far as Indians e con.emed, you
.ould aiSue that we nevcr Eally
understood coffee in the way thai
the rcst of the world dG - in th. first

Coffe is not native to hdia tpgcnd
has it that bcans werc smu8gled out
of Arabia md planted in sourh lndia.
Ovcr time, south India b(amc a

.entre of filter coffee, which is v.ry
strong coffee that has to be diluted
with lots ofmilk. This is a wondertul
drinkmd has a greal .trltural history
behind it. But it is nor .offe in ihe
Wcslem seNe in that it really doesrlr

Whatever its virtues. this kind of
.offee never spread far beyond sourh



lnrlia and certainly never rea.hed rhe
noith, perhaps beau* filter .offe
is not eas!, to make and requires not
just specialised cquipmenl, bui also a
de8r( o, patience and eme skiU.

The coffe that did spread alt over
India was not .eallv coffee at at1.

Instmt cofie is to genuine coflec
what a garden l2rrd is ro a din@ur.
It ow.s its populariw ro the fa.t rhat
real coffe taks time to preparc and
Irople nc€dcd an c6v way oul. tt was
only populariscd at rhe begiming of
the 21)th cehtury, d the btand that
mGt of c know ihe bcst N&af4 did
not hit the market till 1938

Ictant.offec is, in essen e, a tasteless,
dis8usting industrial prcdu.r, made
Fssible by a variety of fackrrv
prftesses (rreezedryin& erc). tts big
adv tate is rhar mv f@l .an mix
a fcw spoontulls of insrdr co(fl,e
with hot waid and obrain a cup of
a substance rhat t@Is a litrte bit like
.offee. You need no patience and no

Why, in a .ounrry where we have
SroM cottee for thr.c cenruries ed
where filter coffee is parr of regionat
Eadition, do we drink rhis indusrrial

Part of the re6on is the British. As you probably krow, unrit r(enrty, it was
impossible io get a deeni cup of coffce in rhe UK, and even now, somcthing
like 80 per cent of all coffe€ purchased in Britain is irlslani. (tn contrasr, irerrnt
coffee accounts for only one percent of all coffee sold in ualv - presumabry thc
one per.enl is bouShr by Enhshtourists.)

But th@ ale oths Rasons. Unlmitianry with the real rhing (at Ieast in north
lndia) is ore. Ihe excellmt distribution nctwork of such muttinarionats s N6rl€
is anothq- And, at least unril this Senerahon .ame of age, the irotant <offe
nrrnufactueN had been able ro imbue their prcducr with an an of ephisti.arion

d modmity by .ontrasting its packagrn8 and eae of prepaarion with ihe otd
fahioned South-Indian way of makin8 filret coff.e.

But I'vc always had the sense rhar Indiaro were tmking for somethine better.
ln the earlr SGti+. \uch Grrurdrs r\ \apotion Bombav,s ahhhgaL stret
imlrcrted ItaUan 6p.csso M€hin6 ad began to srve Cappuc€ino_ pq)pte
loved it, perhaps partly becausc the foam added a crtain gtamour b th. d;k.
However, be.ause cappuccho' was roo hard for rhe wateB at these restau ranrs
to pronounce, thcy kDk to catting thc coffe€ ,,erpreg),, (from rhe namc on the
m.hine, perhaps) ciearirS a conlusion th.t has persisred for d{ades. Even
rcw, when waitere ee swie, ifyou go to a r.stauranr d order an cspresso;
you will be regarded with suspicion. The waiier wilt sizeyou up: {io yo; realy
know the difference? Somerimes, he wilt ask teading quesrions likcl,Bta.k.x
with milk, sir?" jusr to .he.k tlEr you are nor expe.ring a ihaagwala.offer!
By the Eighties, most educated Indians had b€.ome aware of the difference
b€tw@n istant and real coffe€ evcn if we did nor always drinl rhe real thin8.
A friend of mine in Calcurta would boast about his Jamaicm Btue Vountain
coffe bcaa and though his coffe ws drha). detk rou.. h. mddc \uch d ritual
or dr$pfearing inro rhe trtchen to mdte the (ot,.c that d ot ur beSan k, putj
his le8. A post-dinner ritual ar hishousc followed a familiar $ript.
HGt: would you l*e some coffee?

Friend : Are you going io make it yourscu?
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Ho3t (proudly) : Yes. BlueMountain.

Fn.nd : OK- ln thal case. I'll have

tn those days, we killed ouE€lves
laughinS. But, in ret osptrt, I think
we were the lose6 ktause we misPd
out on some very A@d coffee.

This Sencntion nad nol worry
about finding real cof(ee. Ever sin e

Amit ,udge opened the first Bdista
all those yca6 a8o, IndiaN have had

A ment model is Caf€ Cofi@ DaY,

whichfollows a(heapand (well, kind
o0 .heerful approach to the coffee

market. The coffec is not terrific, but it
is reasonably priced and as thechajn
has expanded, you find a Caf€ Coff€r:

Day at ncarly every.orner.

Now the global big boys are here.

Be.ause the Costas and Statbucks

have arived, lndians have acces

to the same sort of.oflee they dink
in America and London. I don,t
parti.ularly like Starbu.ks' .ofie,
but who can deny the Power of
the brand? And other chains have

then adhcrmts. I have a friend who
sweais by thc coffe at The Coffc{
Bean & Tea L€af. Others argue th.t
the coffe at Dunkin' Donuts is better

The challenge, however, is to drink

good.oftee at home lt will never b€

cheap. But it ne€dn't be as erPesive
as Stdbu.k or Costa. Fortunately,

technology has made our liv6 easier.

A modern .offee ma.hine is the

simplest Sadgei to oP€Ete. You fill
wate in the tank, shove . .aPsule

into the chamber and Press a button.

You get terific, worldrlass coffe in

There are many successful bnnds
in the m ket but I like NesPEs)
machines becaue You doiit have to

lse the Nestl6 coffe€ caP6ul6. The

rna.hines will take better quality

caPsules t@. I ue anisnal coffe€

.apsul6 madc bY. YounSSuY.allcd
Karan Tibrawalla, an industrialist in
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Mis.er Be : K,rafl lirrda rlla (scn ai.th his tui|., Cha d"i) nakcs ortistol cof"
ca"sutes usits a oanetu of nnsts. Tttcy .ost h:ss thon a .ul at a Jo'rcr 'ol'

the inftastructure business, whose passion is coffee. At Pres€nt you can only

Bet them on the mt or by emailing him (hello@heshbrewco'in) but the coffft is

; good that ii cm'r be long before it turns up on the shelvei of Sood shoPs'

Tib.awalla maks 11 diffcrent kinds of coffe, all Packed into caPsul6 suitable

for Nespress machines. He offers a vdiety of roasts (French, Medium,Italian'

et ) and single{ri8in beaN from El Salvador, Kenva, ElhioPia' Colombia'

ct.. My fav;ntes, though, d hi6 lndian .offees, whi'h hc eurces from six

different plantations and packages as single-€statP 'off€'
All this cosls as much as thc re8ula,, mass-produced N6Presso' which means

ii is not wildly cheaP (arcund Rs 35O to Rs 55O for a boi of ten caPsules) But

it is a hell of; lot cheaper than coffe from Starbucks and I much prefer the

What you won't get, how.ver, is a FraPPuccino ora skimy latte or whatever'

Which is 6ne by ne. I tike coffe. Not long Poncey drinks'
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